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The Lulu Strong Foundation Awards $50k Grant to RIVL Foundation  

RIVL Will Build an App to Bridge the Gap Between Amputees   
and the Resources They Need During Recovery  

  
Mountain Brook, AL (July 29, 2026) – Today, the Lulu Strong Foundation, the nonprofit 
founded by teenage shark attack survivor and amputee advocate Lulu Gribbin, announced its 
second grant distribution for $50,000 awarded to the RIVL Foundation, a nonprofit founded by 
four-time Paralympian and amputee Jarryd Wallace, to support the development of a 
new app designed specifically for the amputee community.  
  
The app will feature an agentic AI platform designed to assist individuals in their amputee 
journey. Using RIVL’s information library built by experts, the organization will develop 
personalized guides and individual success milestones, all while connecting the users to the 
immediate needs they have with localized resources in their network. The more users engage 
with the app, the more it learns and helps them grow on their journey. It will be designed to act 
as a guide, mentor, and coach through the most difficult and unknown season of the amputee 
journey. 
  
For most amputees, finding the right information, care, and community after limb loss is its own 
uphill climb, separate from recovery itself. This grant reflects the Lulu Strong Foundation's 
commitment to funding not just the technologies that transform recovery, but the tools that help 
amputees find and use them.  
  
"Recovery is a long, emotional, and sometimes messy process,” said Lulu Gribbin. “So much 
of my recovery happened in the small moments between doctor visits, and this new app 
from RIVL aims to give patients a way to be heard in those moments. It’ll give their care team a 
way to catch problems before they turn into setbacks, and that kind of support builds real 
confidence in your recovery. I'm proud the Lulu Strong Foundation gets to help bring this 
app to life."  

"After my amputation, I had to piece together my own network of doctors, other amputees, and 
resources through trial and error," said Wallace, CEO and Founder of RIVL Foundation. "This 
grant lets us expand on what we've already built and share it with amputees everywhere, so the 
next person doesn't have to start from scratch." 
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The RIVL Foundation captures the lived experience of the amputee community and turns it into 
research-based evidence that changes the standard of care. By grounding every resource in 
both clinical expertise and real amputee experience, RIVL is building a body of guidance the 
community can rely on at every stage of the journey.  
 
No one heals alone. For information on how the Lulu Strong Foundation is supporting amputees 
everywhere and how you can help, visit lulustrong.com and follow along on Instagram. To 
donate, text “LULU” to 91999.   
 
 
ABOUT LULU GRIBBIN  
In June 2024, teenager Lulu Gribbin was attacked by a bull shark, severing her left hand and 
part of her right leg. Her first words after waking from lifesaving surgery were “I MADE IT”—a 
statement that has set the tone for her remarkable journey of recovery, strength, and tenacity. 
Since that time, Lulu worked to pass the Lulu Gribbin Shark Alert System Act in Alabama, and 
on June 26, 2026, Lulu's Law was signed into federal law. Lulu also founded the Lulu Strong 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit accelerating progress and affordability of AI-powered 
prosthetics, VR therapy, and other emerging technologies that restore confidence and 
independence to amputees. Lulu is a gifted speaker, too, having spoken before the Alabama 
State Legislature, at TEDx Youth, been featured on ABC's Good Morning America and CBS 
Mornings, and spoken to crowds of up to 19,000 people.  

Text “Lulu” to 91999 to support the Lulu Strong Foundation.  
  
ABOUT RIVL FOUNDATION  
The RIVL Foundation was founded by four-time Paralympian, Paralympic medalist, and World 
Record Holder, Jarryd Wallace with a vision of uniting rehabilitation, research, performance, and 
innovation into one data-driven system of care. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit the RIVL Foundation is 
a collaborative ecosystem integrating these disciplines around the lived experience of amputees 
themselves, transforming fragmented care into one continuous journey. You can learn more at 
www.rivlfoundation.org. 
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